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Organizations with a representative on the
Wisconsin Poet Laureate Commission
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To create a folded
/4 booklet, please follow

the instructions at
www.origamipoems.com/who-
we-are/folding-an-origami-book

Layout and design by Lucy Tyrrell.
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Wisconsin Poets Laureate

Since 2001, each of the eleven Wisconsin Poets Laureate has
acted as a statewide emissary for poetry and creativity.

The Wisconsin Poet Laureate Commission (WPLC) selects

the Poet Laureate (PL), defines PL responsibilities, advises and
supports the PL in promoting the appreciation of poetry in
Wisconsin, and promotes and seeks funding for the continued
operation of the WPLC and for the PLs annual honorarium. The
WPLC is comprised of 15 commissioners plus the current PL.
Commissioners are either at-large or those who represent literary

and poetic organizations in Wisconsin—see back page.

For details about the WPLC, how to donate, and
how to apply to be a Wisconsin Poet Laureate:

wisconsinpoetlaureate.org.

Ellen Kort (1936-2015) served as the first Poet
Laureate of Wisconsin—chosen in 2000. She
authored 11 books and eight poetry collections.

Ellen was passionate in her belief that poetry is
for everyone. She traveled Wisconsin presenting
poetry workshops in schools and for at-risk
teens, parents grieving the death of a child,
families touched by cancer and AIDS, domestic
abuse survivors, and women in prison. She kept

a bucket of glow-in-the-dark chalk in her car so
she could write poems on city sidewalks.

Websites to find information about her

poetry and legacy

www.wfop.org/ellen-kort
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ellen_Kort
www.msa-ps.com/our-experience/ellen-kort-

peace-park/
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Denise Sweet
2005-2008

What is poetry? What does poetry do?
Just about anything it decides to do. Ultimately,
the job description of a poem is to witness
both the mundane and the spectacular, track a
specific fleeting moment, disrupt the ordinary
things in the everyday until they are no longer
taken for granted.

Favorite/Most Influential Poet
Seku Sundiata is one favorite—spoken word,
performance poet, storyteller.

Poet Laureate Project

I had a full teaching load at UW-Green Bay and
chaired First Nations Studies. As PL, my goal
was to travel the state, give readings, facilitate
workshops, have conversations about creative
writing, tips on getting published, selecting
residencies, etc. (one engagement every week).

Website wisconsinlitmap.com/denise-sweet

Marilyn Taylor
2009-2010

What is poetry? What does poetry do?
Finding the best words, and putting them down
in the best order.

Favorite/Most Influential Poet

Four poets, from four different generations,
probably had the most influence on my own
work: (1) Emily Dickinson; (2) Thomas Hardy;
(3) Richard Wilbur; and (4) Alicia Stallings.

Poet Laureate Project

My experience (as opposed to later PLs who
accomplished far more in the job than I did)
was to increase statewide awareness of poetry, to
attract and spotlight “undiscovered” Wisconsin
poets, and to bring pleasure to everyone who
enjoys reading it, hearing it read aloud, and, of
course, to writing it themselves.

Website www.mltpoet.com




